Dates for the Diary
January:
w/b 12th
Monday, 12th
Wednesday, 14th
Monday, 19th
Tuesday, 20th
Wednesday, 21st
Thursday, 22nd
Thursday, 29th
Friday, 30th

Swimming starts for Years 2 and 5
2.30pm Bookstart in the Hall for Nursery parents.
3GA to Trentham Hotel
Netball Competition at Fenton Manor
Year 5 to the New Victoria Theatre
3LM to Trentham Hotel
R.E. Day —Big Questions
Peter Pan Theatre Production - no charge
Eco - Warriors to Eco - Schools Showcase

Monday, 9th
Thursday, 12th
Friday, 13th
Monday, 23rd
Tuesday, 24th

Year 6 to Manchester Museum
Valentine’s Discos
School closes for Half Term
Non Uniform Day in aid of the NHS Air Ambulance
School re-opens
Year 4 to the National Space Centre

Monday, 2nd
Wednesday, 11th
Friday, 13th
Monday, 16th
w/b 16th
w/b 30th

Dance Club perform at the Victoria Hall
Year 6 Parent Consultations
Mother’s Day Service : FS 9.45am KS1 1.45pm
Year 3 Feargal Fly Day
Science Week
Parent Consultations begin — day time appointments.

Wednesday, 1st
Thursday, 2nd

Parents’ Evening 3.30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
School closes for the Easter Break
Non Uniform Day

February:

March:

April:

School closes for Easter on
Thursday, April 2nd and re
opens on Monday, April 20th
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Dear Parents / Carers,
At the start of the Spring Term may I wish
you all a healthy and happy New Year 2015.
It is difficult to believe that we are now at
the start of another new year.
This term sees the introduction of a
Headteacher’s Diary on our web-site. This
will give me the chance to share some of the
many successes in school each week and
share the names of pupils who have won our ‘Star Pupil Award’ (using
their first name only in keeping with our E-Safety Policy).
At the beginning of a New Year can I please ask you all to support us
in encouraging your children to read at LEAST 5 times a week, as well
as completing all homework tasks. Similarly, we expect the children to
complete as much of their Passport to Learning in the middle of their
diaries each term as we know that this practices the many skills
children need in a range of subjects. Last term I had the pleasure of
awarding 442 gold stickers for good diaries and 130 children received
Praise Postcards for outstanding homework. Sadly, there were a
number of children who were not hitting our whole school target and
we plan to contact parents directly to discuss this issue. I would like
to say a massive ‘Thank you’ to those of you who support your child’s
learning at home and can not stress strongly enough how much of a
positive impact this help has on your child’s progress. My wish for
2015 is to see 100% of our children receiving one of my gold stickers
and / or a Praise Postcard after my next diary check.

Elaine Preston

Safety around our School Grounds
PLEASE remember that children should NOT be allowed on
the climbing frames at the beginning and end of the school
day without a member of staff present. Similarly, please
remind children not to climb the grassy banks and to use
the bins available for any litter.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you
Thank you to those of you who signed our petition to save our Crossing
Patrol Warden, Mrs Rowson. As you know, 2 years ago we fought a similar
campaign and the then Council agreed that Anchor Road was a dangerous
route and agreed that they should keep Mrs Rowson’s services. We all know
that Anchor Road is still one of the busiest roads in the City and most of
our children have to cross it to get to school. It is hard to imagine just how
dangerous it would be for our children to cross the road without some
support from a Crossing Patrol Warden.

Annual Copper Trail
The annual Copper Trail starts at the beginning of
February. We will be asking the children to bring in any
spare 1p and 2p coins they have and at the end of the
Easter Term the class that has managed to raise the
most money per child will win a visit to the Play Barn or
Dimensions Pool in Burslem.

Supporting the Royal British Legion
Many thanks to you for the support shown to our end of term
fundraising event, ‘Wear Something Red’ in aid of the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal. Our non—uniform Day raised
£475.72 A special thank you goes to Steelite International
who, having heard of our Poppy display at the front of the
school from one of our parents, sent us a donation of £100
to go towards the cost of the crosses. Their kindness was very much
appreciated.

OUR NEW
ENVIRONMENTAL AREA
You may have noticed that our
Environmental Area has been
developing quite rapidly over the last
six months. This is the section of
land next to the MUGA, which was
previously a ‘spare’ piece of ground.
It is hoped that when finished the area will be used by the children to
investigate plants and animals in their natural environment. We have now
landscaped the area to make it accessible. The area includes a pond, which
will be used for pond dipping, bird boxes, hedgehog homes and even an
insect hotel which was made and donated by Mr Stanford’s dad. The
children started some planting last term and created a tunnel made from
Willow Weaving with the help of Nick and Tim from Forest Schools
Wildwood. We still have lots more planting to do and aim to do most of this
when the weather improves in the Spring Term ready, for our official
opening in the Summer. We will keep you all posted over the next coming
months with the new developments for this area.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Thank you to everyone who came along to one of our Christmas events to
support the children. I think you will all agree that the FS / KS1 production
was a great success and the standard reached by our youngest pupils was a
credit to them and the staff. Similarly, our older pupils performed
brilliantly at the Church Carol Service - with our choir, orchestra, recorder
groups and instrumentalists performing in front of a packed church. Sadly,
due to the sudden illness of Fthr. Kevin we were unable to have our
Christingle services, though the children were able to hold a special service
in school. You will be pleased to know that Fthr. Kevin is now much better
and was able to attend the rest of his Christmas services. Finally, thank
you to those of you who came to hear the children singing on the balcony at
the end of term—sadly, we could not arrange any snow this year to add to
the atmosphere. Next year perhaps!

